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As I write this note, a winter blast is hitting Indiana. It is my hope 
that you were able to safely make it through the cold with a few 
two hour delays, a couple days of closing, and thoughts that Spring 
Break is right around the corner.   Students, families, communities, 
and our nation are facing a very challenging time with the eco-
nomic down turn that is creating increased stress for all of us.  As 
we face this challenging time, school social workers will continue 
our commitment to link school, home, and community to help stu-
dents succeed.   

Just as we look forward to spring for warmer weather, we look for-
ward to an upcoming turn around in our economy.  It will bring 
many changes and challenges, but we are committed to working 
toward a brighter future for students and our communities.  Please 
know that INSSWA is committed to serving school social workers, 
students, schools, families, and communities through this difficult 
time.  I would encourage you to get involved by choosing an 
INSSWA committee to work on as we need you on our INSSWA 
team.  I would also encourage you to follow legislation on a state 
and national level as that is going to be so critical. 

Finally, as spring is getting closer, that means School Social Work 
Week will be here very soon.  We celebrate School Social Work 
Week from March 1st –March 7th.  I want to thank you all for your 
commitment to serve students, schools, families, and communities.  
School Social Workers work hard to help students succeed, and I 
am very proud of our profession and our commitment to service.  I 
want to wish all of you a happy School Social Work Week!   It is 
my hope that you will be able to participate in the School Social 
Work Week celebrations that will be hosted throughout the state.      

Beth Hoban MSW, LCSW                                             Winter 2009 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 �� � � 
� 	 �

� � � 
 �� � � 
 �



                  

2009 INSSWA Committees 
There are many committees that you can participate in through the Indiana 
School Social Work Association.  This will allow you an opportunity to get in-
volved, lead, and participate in our profession and to strengthen the services 
which we provide to students, school social workers, schools, families, and com-
munities.  Below are the committees and the chairperson(s) with their e-mail 
contacts.  We hope to hear from you soon! 

       Committee       Chairperson(s)            E-mail 

Conference                  Cynthia Evans            cevans@kokomo.k12.in.us 

Legislation       Terry Miller             phillip@iquest.net 

                               Traci Larrison            tlarrison@indy.rr.com 

Membership         Linda Temme            temmel@ips.k12.in.us  

                          Jane Zobel                      zobelj@ips.k12.in.us  

Communications         Jyoti Weaver             jyotirae@gmail.com 

Audit         Terry Miller                    phillip@iquest.net 

Newsletter          Mim Smith            mimmers@embarqmail.com 

Website          Pam Lawrence Puls       plawrenc@mccsc.edu 

Midwest          Mil Penner            mlpenner@comcast.net 

Mini-grants         Terry Miller            phillip@iquest.net 

SSW of the Year          Linda Kates            lkates@danville.k12.in.us   

                                       Jeanne Milligan             milliganbjmj@sbxglobal.net                

Promotions          Beth Hoban            bhoban@kokomo.k12.in.us 

Scholarships          Beth Hoban            bhoban@kokomo.k12.in.us 

SSW Manual          Dee Kempson               dkempson@doe.state.in.us 

Nomination          Terry Miller            phillip@iquest.net 
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INSSWA Officers: 

President:             
Beth Hoban  

bhoban@kokomo.k12.in.us 

President-Elect:       
Cynthia Evans 

cevans@kokomo.k12.in.us 

Secretary:               

Linda Kates 
lkates@danville.k12.in.us 

Treasurer:          
Tammy Skinner 
skinner@ips.k12.in.us 

 

Board of Directors: 

Dee Kempson 

Traci Larrison 

Pam Lawrence Puls 

Terry Miller 

Mil Penner 

Mim Smith 

Linda Temme 

Jyoti Weaver 
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Our current membership is 221. . . .the highest ever!  The increase in membership is in large part due to the 
wonderful job our regional representatives are doing.  Please look for the INSSWA e-mails for information on 
upcoming regional workshops that will offer at least one free CEU.  The East Central Region had a workshop 
on January 29th.  The Central Region will hold a workshop on March 4th and the North East Region will be 
hosting a workshop on March 18th.  More details are on pages 10 and 11. 

 

We currently have openings for regional representatives in the South West and West Central regions.  Please 
contact the membership co-chairs  if you would be interested in these positions.  Being a regional representa-
tive is a great way to get involved with INSSWA and network with your fellow colleagues. 

 

As a reminder, your membership representatives are: 

 

Central Region:  Linda Kates, Patrice Uminski and Megan Thomas 

North West Region:  Karen Lauper and Patty Keim 

North East Region:  Mim Smith 

East Central Region:  Carolyn Perry and Kim Wynkoop 

South East Region:  Beth Barnes and Shannon Johnson 

South West Region:  Debbie Scott 

West Central Region:  Currently open 

South Central Region:  Pam Lawrence Puls 

 

Please remember to look at our website www.insswa.org and contact us if you have any questions. 

 

Your co-membership chairs, 

Linda Temme, temmel@ips.k12.in.us 

Jane Zobel, zobelj@ips.k12.in.us 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

�����������	����
�	�
���
����
�

����������������



����������	
����� 

������������������

�������

Consultant’s Corner: 

Restructuring the Indiana Department of Education: 

The IDOE welcomed the new Superintendent of Public Instruction, Dr. Tony Bennett, when he was sworn into 
office on January 12th.  Dr. Bennett  had worked with his transformation team during the weeks prior to his 
taking office to “streamline” the department and have it be a model for school districts throughout the state. 
Over 30 employees lost their positions, one of which was Gaylon Nettles, Director of Student Services, whom 
we honored at the INSSWA Conference in November.  All “offices” within the department were dissolved. A 
similar cut in staff came on February 6th.  Dr. Bennett explained that there will no longer be department silos, 
but “areas” where professionals will be encouraged to collaborate and share their expertise in the best interests 
of children. The overall structure of the IDOE is still not finalized at the time of this writing but it seems that 
there will be two major “areas”.  One area will contain the operational components of managing education 
such as legal, licensing, data collection, etc.  The second area will be those components directly related to stu-
dent learning and will encompass three sections - student learning, student learning supports, and a third titled 
Results, Resources and Reform. The Counseling Consultant, Amanda Snobarger, and I are assigned to the 
“Student Learning” section, which will be headed by Assistant Superintendent Bob Marra, who, prior to this, 
had directed the Division of Exceptional Learners. Dr. Marra explained to Amanda and me that he recognized 
the direct correlation between our professions and student learning and wanted our professional expertise rep-
resented as the DOE works towards implementing Response To Intervention and the “One Plan” across the 
state. I will continue to work on all other responsibilities under the title of School Social Work Consultant. I 
am looking forward to the opportunity to represent school social workers in the new administration and will be 
seeking your feedback as we move forward. Student Learning Supports, under the direction of Dr. Richard 
Hoague, will contain school food, transportation, health and safety, etc. The third section, which has yet to be 
assigned a superintendent, was described as the component that will expect positive “results” from schools, 
will provide “resources” to schools not reporting positive results and ultimately will “reform” those schools 
that continue not to show positive results despite supportive resources. Hopefully, before too long, this infor-
mation will be contained in a graphic which will more accurately represent the new IDOE structure. 

My e-mail address will remain the same: dkempson@doe.in.gov  but my telephone number is now (317) 234-
4827. As always I welcome your comments and questions – especially in these changing times! 

���������	��


�����
���
������	�����������

������������	�
����
��������
�����	������	��������� ��	������������	�����������
�����	��	���	����
�����
����������
���������	��������
����	���������������� ����
���������
���
��������	����	�����
����������
�
����
����������
�����
����������	��	������������	 �������
���� �	����	���
���	�����������������	��
���������
����������
�����
������
�����
����������� �	���!���
�����	������
������"��������������������� ����������
�
���	�#����	���
�������

������������������������������������ �! �������" �# �$$�%���� �������&�	�
������#��������
 ���'�������(����'���������$��������������)����*�� #������������

$�������������
����
�����������������������%
�	�&�' %(�
���	����
���������	����
�����������
�������
����
���	�#����	���
����� ���%���	����������
��������	�
��������)�����������	 ������ �����
������
�����
���������������
����������������	�
��
���	��� ��������	���

��������	��������
�	������
����������������
������� ������	��



MIDWEST SCHOOL SOCIAL WORK COUNCIL NEWS!  
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Midwest School Social Work Council and Conference Report 
 

The Midwest School Social Work Council represents eleven state school social work associations that con-
vene twice annually, once in the spring and again at our fall conference. As a member of the Midwest Coun-
cil, the Indiana School Social Work Association is  represented by our current president, Beth Hoban, state 
consultant, Dee Kempson, president elect, Cynthia Evans and practitioner, Mil Penner.  We most recently 
attended the spring meeting held in Chicago on February 27-March 1st.  Council meetings provide a forum to 
share and learn of important  school social work practice issues affecting our states.  Indiana is a strong con-
tributing member of council and we highly value our membership and affiliation with our neighboring states! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The 42nd Midwest School Social Work Conference will be hosted by the Michigan School Social Work As-
sociation on October 8-1l, 2009, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dearborn, Michigan.  The conference is al-
ways a very exciting and energizing time to meet your fellow colleagues from other states who share the pro-
fessional role of serving  students in the school setting. If you have never experienced a Midwest Confer-
ence, please consider attending this year!  INSSWA will again be offering scholarships, so make sure you 
apply.  Midwest Conference information is available on our association’s website and also on the Midwest 
Council website at www.midwest-ssw.org.   

 

Mil Penner, President 

Midwest School Social Work Council  
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																										Recently several INSSWA members were asked the question “What do 
you like best about being a school social worker?”  Here are their replies: 

Mil Penner:  “The daily variety of working with communities, agencies, families, stu-
dents and teachers.” 

Traci Larrison:  “Variety—never the same thing.  Also, helping others look at a child 
differently.” 

Terry Miller:  “The ability to be creative and the ability to have continuity—seeing 
kids year to year.” 

Linda Kates:  “Variety and working with families.  Being a facilitator of change.” 

Pam Lawrence Puls:  “Building relationships and making connections with kids who 
might not otherwise have those connections.” 

Cynthia Evans:  “The ability to develop programs.” 
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2009 Spring Seminar & Fall Conference Update 
 

The conference committee is currently working on the specifics of the upcoming Spring Semi-
nar.  Look for details coming soon to your e-mail.  The Spring Seminar is free to INSSWA 
members; it is just another perk of membership.  CEUs will be offered so stay tuned for more 
details!  Once plans are finalized, they will be posted on the INSSWA website at insswa.org 
and via e-mail through the communication list. 

On page 7 of this newsletter, you will find a “Call for Workshop Proposals” for the Indiana 
School Social Work Association’s 13th Annual Fall Conference.  The conference will have a 
new location this year as we have out grown the Garrison.  The conference will be held at 
Primo Banquet and Conference Center in Plainfield, Indiana.  This facility has more room so 
that we can accommodate more people.  We will continue the practice of wonderful workshops 
that have valuable information and resources for school social workers.  Stay tuned for more 
exciting details.  Save the date of Friday, November 6, 2009.  If you are interested in helping 
with the 2009 Spring Seminar or Fall Conference, then please contact: 
cevans@kokomo.k12.in.us.     

It is our goal to have involvement from school social workers throughout the state whether it is 
through presenting, serving on the conference committee, or helping to find speakers.  So, take 
a few minutes and consider completing the Call for Proposals or passing it along to a co-
worker.  The “Call for Workshop Proposals” form is due 6/23/09.     
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INDIANA SCHOOL SOCIAL WORK ASSOCIATION 
 

13th ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE 

CALL FOR WORKSHOP PROPOSALS 

DATE OF CONFERENCE – NOVEMBER 6, 2009 

Primo Banquet & Conference Center 

2353 E. Perry Rd. Plainfield, IN 46168 
Name(s) and Title(s)/Credentials and Degrees of Presenter(s): 

 

 

Address of Primary Presenter: 

 

 

Telephone Number of Primary Presenter: 

 Work –   Cell-   E-mail -    

 Home –   Fax – 

 

Suggested Length of Presentation:  

_____ 90 minutes (keynote)    _____ ½ day   ______75 minutes      

 

Title of Workshop: 

 

Summary of Workshop Presentation (100 words or less): 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Objectives of the Presentation: 

 

 

Please submit by June 23, 2009.  Mail to:   INSSWA 

                                                   PO Box 47791 

                                                   Indianapolis, IN  46247  

                           Or e-mail to:  cevans@kokomo.k12.in.us  
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www.INSSWA.org 
 

Have you checked out our website lately?  It has 
a lot of great information that pertains to you as 
school social workers.  Get up-to-date informa-
tion on local, regional, and national conferences.  
Need some extra CEUs?  Look on the 
“Professional Development” page to find opportu-
nities near you.  Need a scholarship to a profes-
sional development opportunity?  If you are a 
member, you may apply for a scholarship and 
applications are available online. 
 
Want to know more about RTI?  Check out the 
“Resources and Links” section on the site to con-
nect to Students Services and the IDOE or other 
best practice and information sites. 
 

Do you have a great program you would like to 
start but need some help with funding?  If you are 
a member, you can apply for a mini grant and ap-
plications are available on the web. 
 
You can also find the newsletter electronically on 
the website as well as INSSWA board meeting 
minutes, the School Social Worker of the Year, 
and school social worker practice highlights! 
 
We update the site regularly to give you the most 
recent information to help you in your practice.  If 
you have any questions or comments, please 
contact me: 

plawrenc@mccsc.edu. 

Pam Lawrence Puls 

Webmaster 
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Lawmakers who will play important roles this year:   
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Where:  Catholic Center  

1400 N. Meridian  Downtown, Indianapolis 

Parking is available at the back of the building. 

11:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Lunch and Networking 

(Pizza, drinks, and dessert will be provided) 

12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Tool Kit Sharing 

Attendees will be engaged in a fun activity promoting idea/resource sharing and creative thinking. 
Please bring ideas for time-saving tricks, student programs, parent programs, attendance programs, 
classroom lessons, favorite books, individual and group activities, games, etc. that have been successful 
within your social work practice.  

Ideas will be compiled into a resource booklet and posted on the INSSWA website. A form is available 
to fill out beforehand to help generate ideas.  

(1 CEU) 

Please RSVP to Linda Kates by Friday, February 27, 2009 

rlkates@sbcglobal.net  or (317) 241-7057 

 

There is no charge to attend. 

You do not have to be an INSSWA member to attend.  
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CHECK IT OUT!!! 

Be sure to check out our website at 

www.INSSWA.org 

for several upcoming Play Therapy training opportunities.  

 

Playing in the Sand will be held March 7th and again on April 10.  Contact 
laura@counselingsolutions.net for more information. 

 

Play Therapy Techniques will be held April 17 in Merriville, IN. This is a free workshop.  Contact 
laura@counselingsolutions.net for more information. 

 

Numerous Play Therapy workshops are also being offered in the Bloomington area over the 
next few months.  Contact Heather Maritano at 812.323.8230 or hmaritano@hotmail.com 
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INDIANA SCHOOL SOCIAL 
WORK ASSOCIATION 
 

P.O. Box 47791 

Indianapolis, IN  46247 

www.insswa.org 
First Class Mail 
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