








Midwest Council Report                               
 

 

The Midwest Council held their most recent meeting on the weekend of February 25-27th.  Repre-
senting Indiana were Cynthia Evans, Regena Williams, and Terry Miller.  The council consists of 
2-3 people from each member state, generally each state’s president and a practitioner. 
 
As each of the 11 states shared their state reports, it became apparent that a common issue 
throughout most of the Midwest was the political climate.  Several state legislative bodies experi-
enced walkouts this year that were disruptive to the political process.  Economic concerns through-
out the Midwest include funding for education, potential job loss for school social workers, collec-
tive bargaining, and many other education related issues.  This information highlighted the neces-
sity of monitoring both state and federal legislative sessions and making our voices known.  
 
There are now two national organizations devoted to school social work, both of whom did a short 
presentation.  The School Social Work Association of America (SSWAA) reported on their visibil-
ity and efforts throughout the nation over the past year, shared their new membership structure, 
gave an update on the organization’s financial status, and proudly reported on the continuing ef-
forts being directed on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.  For more information about SSWAA, 
please visit www.sswaa.org.  The newest of the organizations, The American Council for School 
Social Work (ACSSW), shared their focus of research, leadership, and practice.  For those inter-
ested in a free, time limited newsletter, information about a summer summit, and/or further infor-
mation about ACSSW, please visit www.acssw.org  
    

Spring Seminar and Midwest Confer-

ence 

 
We were pleased to be able to collaborate with 
Building Brighter Futures for “Meeting the 
Needs of All: A Conference on Homelessness” 
at the Marriott East in Indianapolis on Friday, 
May 13 for our annual Spring Seminar.  250 
people from around the state attended several 
different workshops to discuss addressing the 
needs of our homeless population.   
 
I hope you have marked your calendars for Sep-
tember 29th and 30th, for Indiana will be hosting 
a great Midwest Conference for you at the Mar-
riott North in Indianapolis. Once every 10 years, 
we have the privilege of hosting this conference, 

which will take the place of our regular fall con-
ference. In order to keep costs down for you and 
help our environment, this is a green conference, 
and we will not be sending brochures, so please 
make sure to visit our website at http://
insswa.org/conference_midwest.html for your 
brochure and registration forms.  Also, because 
of your continued support over the years, we are 
able to offer this two-day, 12 CEU conference at 
the very reasonable cost of $225.  For this 
amount, you get two days of fantastic speakers, 
including three nationally known keynotes, four 
meals, plus our Thursday night Awards Ban-
quet.  We hope to see you there! 
 
Pam Lawrence Puls 
 
Conference Chair 

INSSWA  Networker                                         Volume 15   Number 2 

Page 5 






